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THE attention of our comrndes of the
Grand Army is direcied to the appeal for
aid contained

Adjutaut-General Dauiels, of West Vinginia,
printed on our sixth page.

in the letter of Assistant
West Virginia,
a8 well as Ohio, Kentucky and Illinois, it
should he remembered, was ravaged by the
fioods.

We are indebted to Assistant Adjutant-
Geperal Honse for a report of the growth of
the Departiment of Indisna during the pust
year, from which it appears that the nom-
ber of Posts has increased from 155 to 303 —
# gain of 145 —and the membership from
6,085 to 13,124 comurades—a gain of 7036, or
Mmove than one hundred per ceat. Ii goes

without saying, that this splenfid resuit } influx of heterogeneous elements from the I throw the Union, and Senator Manderson’s

could not have been accomplished without

| & great deal of hard work on the part of our |

Indiana comrades, and they are to be con-
gratulated on the substantial fruits of their

labors,
The Soldier's Year—Let Us Have a Soldier
Candidate!

This is the
abused, neglected, despised though he be at

soldier’s year.

all other times and seasons, this yvear the sol-
dier cannot be ignored. For it is the yearof a
presidential election, Wnd it is the soldier

whoholds the balance of power—one million

houest, unimpeachable votes, upon the cast- |
ing of which the issne of the election will |

hang. Think of it, soldiers! In spile of

the insults which press and politician have
heaped upon vou, in spite of the trickery and
deceil of which you have been the vietims,

in spite of your own subserviency to party |

- 1;
lack

of independence, this magnificent

sand
- - !
oppoertauity is still within your grasp.

Prove vourselves equal to the oceasion!
- : |
Within the nest four months both politiesl

hold

tions at Chicago.

their nominating conven- |

narties will
It rests with you to say
who shall be the delegates to these conven-
Youn

passage of reso-

tions and what their choice shall be.
Can :Lf'\'-,';ufli'rh litile }\}‘ the
tions; to make your influence practically
you must exercise it at the township
and ward

primaries and at the county and

Siate conventions. You must enter perscn-
that
every soldier's vote and the vote of every
friend o

candidate.

ally into the

canvass, and make sure

the soldier is polled for a soldier’s
It is well enongh to talk of the
wonders yon are going to accomplish at the
polls pext November; it is none the less
true that it is at the primaries that the real
battle will be fought out, and it is there
You

cannot afford to leave anyvthing to chance,

that you must marshal fdur forces.

and to make assurance Gonhly sure you must
see to it that your delegates go pledged to
vote fipst, Jast and all the time for a sol-

dier! Ii matters not whether in national pol-
ities you are Republicans or Democrats; as
goldiers, it is your duty to exert your influ-
ence within party lines for the nomination

of a seldier. It will be time enough for you

| to decide whetheryou will sacrifice your po-

Litical prefercnces to your regard for the gen-
eral wellare of the soldier, when the conven-
tions shall have made their nominations and
the isspe shall Until

then the thing of vital concern is to secure

have been defined.

such a'soldier representation in these con-
ventions that the politicians will not dare to
override yvour wishes,

Ah, soldiers, the time has come at last
when we no longer can afiord to trusi to

emptly promises. We must work ouni our

own salvation. We have seem how year
after year these promises turm to dust in
our hands aud the makers langh at our
They have come to believe
that they can play us false with impunity,
and they scoff at the idea that we have
pluck enough to enforce our rights at the

polis. Eutrcaiies, demands, threats, zll are

gullibility.

alike useless now ; there is nothing left but
action, end to action—united, resolute and

fearless—we must now address ourselves.

We are not so helpless or friendless as they

would believe. There is not a community

in the wholes North snd West where we

cannot make onr influence felt if we bu

show our colors and sound the advance.

Every patriotic citizen in the Jand will rally
our standard, and

4+
AR

ihe ld:}iz.l."iill}‘- who

now affect to believe that the soldier is

“ played out 7 will be only too glad to fal! in

Ss100.

at the tail of the proce

let us all toke

We gh

eidisza MO

Fall in, then, soldiers, and

a hand in the campaign. ] [
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Al

for s when the time comes and the

iny that witnesses ths

aszertion of the sol-
Chieas

dier's influenee at o will assure to us
the full recognition of our rights by Congress
and Executive.
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song and danghters of our veterans

all “grown up,” let him tura to the column
%11 4

of cliildren's lettcrs which we 13',;. 01 Our

second page thig week., What a delighiful
he soldier's family

are their
then the questions they

- e h ot #F en » i e
glimpse they afford of t

- | ] | 3 . " &3
ciicie How sad. too, sometimi =,

And

elations’
ingquisitiveness they

onnaQe
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less letters without feeling

correspondents there is

én and brave men.

thi : They

are?

are 80 prood of ithe that™ l":'ln-'l' " gerved

in the army, and they know in just what

battle i1 wax his wound

EOel Y ea

and wher n prisoner. The war

- e - * el
8 0o barren fact of history to them, but

great real Iy, iheir i:!,]»:rk-. 0ONns
aod shaping their sentiments and opinions

ioung aAs

they are they comprehend its

3 Y
IMEAnIny ANd iodld

the stimulus of its heroi

How cheering it must he to the
veteran as his «

kn b

the ca up anfl march a

examples

n guther around his

ot Te them the story of
nd battlefield, to see

their bright eyes sparkle; to feel their lov-

ing arme close abont his neck, and to kuov
that though by others ke may be forgotien

his valor will always have @ shrine in their

fond npd fmithfol hearis! And i8 it of no .

consequence to the Nation that in thousands
of soldiers’ homes all over the land the grand
lessong of the war are Leing impressed on
{ the plastic minds of the rising generation

and that thus early the sacred fires of pat-

| riotism are being kindled in the breasts of |

| those who may some day be ealled npon to
repeat the sacrifices of their sires? Surely
if there is anywhere to be found a puaran-
tee that in the years to come the Republic
will never lack for defenders, it lies in this
touching revelation the fidelity with
which the spirit which animated our veter-
ans is reproduced in their childrea. The

of

! nations of the old world, the shifting forces
of politics, and the changing conditions of
:1;1h0r may yet precipitate some new and
now unexpected crisis in the life of the
Nation, but so long as there exists in this

| country that clement of unqguestioning loy-

| alty, devotion, and self-sacrifice which ever |
[ |
Slandered,

when oceasion demanded, none need despair
| of the Republie.
father's lips Jearns the story of the Saving
of the Nat
his couniry calls.

——

One of Lincoln'’s Christmas Presents.

Among President Lincoln’s Christmas

presenis, in the year

many of our veterans will remember, was

one {rom a certain General Wm. T. Sherman, |

who about that time, having completed his
march through

up at the city of

Georgia to the sea, turned
Savannah, and thoughtfully
placed it at the disposal of the Executive to

| be served up with his plum pudding.

The prize that thus fell into our hands |
consisted, in part, of some 1,650 hales of |
cotton, the property of the Georgia State |

government and valued at from $350,000 to

=500,000,—quite a nice little sngar plum, in '

fact, That was almost {wenty years ago,

and at the time the State of Gebrgin, being
prone on its belly, so to speak, did not pre-
sume to question the regularity of the trans-
It appe:
that has just been submitied to the Senate

action. however, from a report

Meanderson, of Nebraska, that in Georgia, as
in poetry, “hope springs eternal in the
human breast,” and that the government of
that Commonwealth has at this late day
decided to lay claim to this confiscated

cotton and demand a determination of its |

This modest
601) to

remove in this particular case the limitation

title by the Court of Claims.
request takes the form of a hill (8.

imposed by law as to the time of making

application to the court, and the reasons | 4003 oo this, ought not, it seems to us, to |

agent of the State urges in iis |

which the

support are, as the committee incidentally |

y -

remark in their report, truly ingenious.
They all rest upon the assumption that the
property righis of & State in reveli—a bel-
ligerent—are identical with those of a pri-
vate individuzal, and they are in substance
as follows:

act

confiscation of property could take place

1. That under the confiscation no
except in pursususece of a legal judgment
[Supreme Court decision], and it is admit-

2. That upon the execuiion of such a
judgment, and the covering of the proceeds
into the U. 8. Treasury, no change of owner-

they were required fo be held in trust for |

those who might afierwards be recognized

as the legal owners [another Supreme Conr®|

decision ], which nlso has not been done in
this case; and—

3. That by reascn of the gemeral amnesty
granted in the proclamation of December
25, 18064, previons disloyalty is no bar to
the claim of the original owhers to the pro-
ceeds [another Supreme Court decision];
and—

4. That as there was no legal Stiate gov-

ernment in Georgia, with capacity to sue,
prior to August 20, 1205, when the two
years from the close of the war, within

which pe

riod claims were required fo be
presented, had expired—

Therefore, the State of Georgia ought now
aecess to the Court

to have of Clainms for the

proving of her clalm, the question at issue

being whether the United States did act-
1

rally and legally, not rightfully, confiscate

her property.
OF

course the sophistry of this line of

ey 3 P R
argument consisis in the lalsity of the m

(\. x =
RJOI

premise, namely, that the rights of the Stat

{ and the individual are one and the same,

and the Senate comnmittee have been promnpt

to detect it. When the SRtate of Georeia

assed the ordinance of secessiny amd reaist-
i

ed the :'r.‘!}?h‘n'if.\' of the Federal Gove rmment
with forece of arms, its attitode at once he-
came that of an active belligeren

t, and ren-

dered it linble to be treated assuch; and,
- . 4 i ] 1 - . X
as it isa well-settled maxim of international
v that

Vile

5  Ce e
“one belligerent Lias

the L'EIZ}H 10

% =1 b
i el a 1Thdr
v € 1 )
e -

cilier of which

his st

to carry on hostilitics”—and eertainly no one

reneth and enable him

will dispute the fact that it was by the

1 1 1
. lonples
ahroad blockade

the Confederate government

by

sale of cotion, earried

that

TUnNers,
managed to obisin the sinews of war—the

seizure

nestionably o lawful act of war, and an

Issdnler
(LI eiy

upon its passing into the Govern-

ment’s possession. The conclusion reached

by the commitice, therefore, is that—
The Tnited Siates did take and
ottan of the State of Goorgipn in

appropri
Decembe
gnlly do, nud did confiscate the
cllion, so

e, then in arnmed el

3 uplete change of ownership
followed ; no nation proceadings in court
-|JII

) and claimants show that posses-
lnken and jhweld It ]Iu‘lu\‘.-. lh: n, that the

d States when it sold

or elsewhei Poszession was

i

tLe money into il

the cotton and  turned

tressury was slioply converting
s own property |, to money.

Devefore, there §8 no trustoesh P—10 nee

HInta-
vion eestul guerrust. Even
i

ia Liewn

had tha State of

i posttion 10 bring suit o the Court

of Cladmes within the " vwo yeurs after the supp
!

sicu of the rebellion.” she conid
tained hor I this view

ocomicittee deesm [t

not Liave naaine-
of the the

necessary o consider

ncliol. CRsE
not
the reanoval of thébarof the stut-
nie of limitations, exoept Lo saythat the proposi.
tton of claimant most reinarkable
slicmpts totake advantage of a party’s own wrong
s

£

Lthe guestion of
is one-of the

hias conme upder 1ts observation,
Your eommmittee, thorafore, recosnmend that the

Lill be indefluitely postponed

| one—the entering wedge—of hundreds of
| siwilar elaims, the importance of the com-

wittee’s acton will be readily apprehended, |

| The Government has displayed an nunaral-

| - . i . = !
| leled leniency in 188 trealment of its late |

| autagonists, but it has not yet come to the

tpoiut of indemnifying them fur the losses
| hey sustained in their struggle to over-

The lad who from his |

ion will not fail of his duty when |

1864, as doubtless |

of the cotton in question was un- |

res-”

When it is remembered that this is only |

| sound und able pigion will be heartily in-
| dorsed nol enly hy every ex-soldier, but by

|
| every patrictic citizen in the conntry.

1 Let Us Have a Vote On Tt!

i Among toe pension and bounfy measures
{ introduced daring the present session of
Congress, there is at least one as to the
| merits of which our Senators and Lepre-

since the Revolution has eome to the front |

sentatives cannot plead’ ignorance, and upon
which it is not possible for any commission
to throw additional light. We refer to the
equilization of bounties hill, which, although
it once.received the assent of both lhouses,

| has failed as yet to become a law. The prin- |

ciple involved in this bi]l is so simple that
| even a child can comprehend it. Take the
case of two soldiers who enlist from the
same town, in the same company, and for the
same period of serviee. By the terms of the
| bounty law, each is to receive $200 United

States bounty at the expiration of two years

of active service, One of them serves the pre- |

seribed period and receives the full amount
of hounty due him; the ot ior,at the end
| of twenty-thres months, is pronounced unfit
for duty, by reason of disebility, and is dis-
| charged the service without a cent of bounty.
Now, what justice is there inthat? Is not

| the soldier who serves twenty-three months
t and then, through no fanlt of his own, bug |
| simply because the Government has no fur- |
ther use for him, is honorably discharged, as |
much entitled to bounty for twenty-three |

 months as the other soldier to bounty for |
from the Commitiee on Claims hy General

twenty-foor? If he is, then this unpaid

| bounty constitntes a debt which the Gov-

ernment ought to discharge, no matter how

many years have elapsed since it was in- |

| eurred. Asamatter of fact, the records of the
| War Office show that thonsands of brave and

bounty promised hy the Government, and it
is this shameful injustice that it is the pur-
pose of the equalization of Lounties bill to
repair. A proposition so simple and straight-

| require any argument to commend it to the
support of men of erdinary intelligence and
judgment, and there is no valid reason why
it should not be promptly reported from the
| Pension Commiltees of both hounses and put

upon its passage. Some of our Senators and

Representatives may imagine that because

their predecessors have neglected {heir duty
| in this matter they, too, can afford to shirk
it, but they will find {o their cost that our
ex-soldiers are no longer to be put off with

| frivolons excuses, and will carry the issue |
ted that there was none in this case; and— |

| to the polls. They have not forgotten the

prophetic words of Oliver P. Morton, Indi-

| ana's intrepid war governor, who, from his !

| seat in the Senate, thus invoked justice for |
ship could take place, but, on the contrary, |

the veteran :
Mr.
wavs be deferred.

‘resident, Justice
Il must angd will trinnph some-
time. 1t does not cofne this Conzress it will come
st some other Congress. I tsn

It
Itisan

ax much so as the 5-20 honds or the 10-40bonadds,
is founsded on the snme prineiple of justice.

| obligntion resting vpon $his Nation, and if it takes

| S 0000 or $50.000 0Gean make . no difference.
It i= a delid this Nation hopestiy owes and gugiht to
b= paid. In other words, let. the bounty he equal-
ized: pul alb bonorably

the same hasis;

-discharged soldiers upon
pay them at the same rate, They
are enlitled 10il.  The justice of it no man can dis-
puie, and thay is all thot this bill contemplates,
am for it, 1 vete for it with all my heart.

i

A Coonl Proposition,
Elsewhere, in our columns, will be found

the fourth of the very interesting series of

THE

galls, of Kansas, and it will be noticed that

NATioNAL TrRIBUNE by Senator In-

among the matters discussed in this last pa-
per are the extraordinary recommendations
report of Chief Mack, of

the Eastern Diviston of the Pension Ofiice, to

eontained in the

Commmissioper Dudley, and printed with the

et

latter's last ar port.

.
wediad

Startling, how-
ever, as are those to which he refers. there
is another which is even more pernicicus.
We guote from Mr. Mack’s report:
Iamof (b

provided (say 1330 or 1

opinion £ 8 lmitation shonlkd be

)y after which parole evi-
.
=il

denee should Gh F 3 lo estabhish claims

not sustained by recowd, It s

true thal oecasionnl

cases would arise 1 just elsim woald be de-

feated. hut I can arcely inagime one where reli-

evidenae ean be obtzined by any method,

twentv-five vt

pars atter the event upon

abile
twenty or
which t]

e testimony is supposed to be based, where

theeircumsiances wore 8ot 20 unusual asto linpress

the fact upon the witnesses’ noucds,
Leaving out of the gquestion, for ihe mo-
ment, the proctieal injury whiech such a

limitation would work to the interests of
our veterans, let us see w Ell";]:i-.tl‘ there is any

-\ &2 we

there is nothing in (he contract between the

leeal warrant for it indgrstand it
Government and the soldier which requires
the latter to present his claim to pension
within any given period. On the contrary,
by the wvery the

to

terms of the contract.

Government confesses its u]:]ff__f.-:[iq}n

pension ~ every soldier who was aetu-

5

al disabled in 1iis service whenever

He
stands upon precisely the same footing, in

he may «#ce fit to present his claim.
that respect, as the hondholder. The latter
~might not present his bond for redemption
for years after it had heen ealled in, if he
chose, yet his failure to do so0 wonld not
affeet in the slightost degree the obligation
on the part of the Government to pay the
principal of the boud whien presented. Any
other view of the ease wounld be absurd. The
Government, no more than the individual.
can legally alter a contraet after the other
To
nor less
than repudistion—ihe height of public as
But if the Gov-

from setting | a

party to it has falfilied its conditions.
do that would he: nothing more
well as private dishoner.
ernment is thus estopped
the which its
| ereditors wnst present therr elaims, it follows

limit as to time within

as a nedessary consequence that it is also

within swhieh it will receive evidence of the
| validity of these eluims, sinee any restrie-
tion of that charaetereht prove eguivalent
to repuiliation. Upon legal gronnds, there-
to impose snen a hmitation as Mr. Muck
Preposes.

Bat the facyis that the ridis of the soldier

deserving men were thus deprived of the |

the soldier eannot ale !

part of the war debt, |

debarréd. from setting n limit to the periad |

fore, the Government woald have no right |

to present parcle evidence in support of his
claim to pension cannot be taken away from
him under any cirenmstances withouot vitiat-

Government’s reeards should be the sole

been the understanding it is safe to say that

| the men who, rather than incur the reproach |

of being “hospital bummers,” despite their |
! tion

| sufferings from disease, remained at their
| posts and did their duty, would not thus

| have jeopardized their claim to the care and |

| support which the
| eagerly promised thén,
Mr. Mack alleges, that this parole evidence—
the testimony of comrades to events in re-

gard to which the oflicial records are silent— |

isnolonger worthy of credence. Frail though

the memory of our ex-soldiers as to other |, = ." = Tockéy ever (ried & hom e g T e
| il ' £] L 1@ § OISO L4 ae Ting,

| with
| as to everything that pertains to the strug- |

matters may be, itis still keen and retentive
| gle in which they risked their lives. If any
mistake has been committed in the adjndi-
cation of pension claims by the Pension
| Office in the past, it has consisted in the

| failure to estimate this evidence at its prop- |

| er value, and in cases where the Government
records afforded neither corroboration ner
refutation, in refusing to give the soldier
| the benefit of the doubt.
But even if it were true—if so many years
{ had elapsed since the war that the com-
' rades upon whose testimony applicants
| relied for the establiskment of their claims
could no longer remember the events of the
| war with sufficient distinetness to make
{ oath to them-—what every truly patriotic
| man would demand, would be, we are sure,
| that this great and prosperons Government,

| instead of taking advantage of thie helpless- |

to this evidence and voluuiarily pension
| every soldier who was at the time actually

disabled! That is what must and will he

done at no distant day, and then how small
| and cheap will appear that policy which, at
a time when nearly three hundred thousand
| pension claims are awaiting action, would
| make it still more difficult for our enfeebled
| and impoverished comrades to obtain the

meager pittance that is due them! We shall
| have something further to say about this re-
' markable repert by Mr. Mack—a report
. which is a disgrace to the author, and in

direct antagomism to the printed sentiments
of Commissioner Dudley—in a fature issue.

A New Dispensation.

Says Joaquin Miller, whose contemptible
slanders of the soldier we had oceasion to
r refute in our last issue: “To pension a sol-

dier, even in a small way—and we have
 already pensioned most generously—is to
| add a premium for the worst that is in us.
| We shounld offer a pension for peace, not for
' war.” -

Happy thought! Instead of doling out
{ pensions to the brave but erring men who
| foolishly responded to their country's call
. when the Union was at stake and for four

let us lavish them on the men who bad the
courage to remain at home, or, lest they

1 - 3
' might be compelled to take part in the

ignoble strife, retired to Canada. Although
twenty years have rolled away, the sublime
fortitude which they displayed in declining
so many tempting offers to enlist has not
yet been forgotten.
suflicient to make them forego their consci-
' entious scruples, and, even when a draft was
finally ordered, they chose to hire subati-

|
F
r

No inducement seemed

tutes rather than sacrifice their principles.

the

While our veterans were hurrying to
field, impelled, of conurse, merely by the
thirst for excitement, these lovers of peace
were eontent 1o stay at home and pursue
their usual avocations, Some of them, it is
irue, stretched their faith so far as to accept
fat Government contracts, but they proved
themselves consistent in their opposition to
the war by turning out shoddy clothing
and manefactaring powder and shell that
wouldn’t explode.

well.

Yes, we remember the
How profound was their sympathy

for the unifortunate slaveholder! How in-
tense was their hatred of the Government
beeause it wounld not allow the erring sisters

to go in peace! How sure they were that

. | secession would trivmph, and how heartily

{ ithey rejoiced at the announcement of a Con-

federate victory! So earnest were they in
their desire for pecce that they orgruized
the Kights of the Golden Circle, and they
were s0 greatly impressed by the injustice
of the Government, in attempting to enforce
the draft, that in the City of New York they
resoived themselves into a mob and defled
the authorities until the appearance of the
Vermont brigrde econvinced them that Mr.
What
name by which they were known in those
days? Ah,
yes; let us pension the sopperheads! Let
us strike from tihie pension rolls the names

Lincoln meant business. was the

“Copperheads,"” was it not?

of the three hundred thousand veterans that
glitter tbere, and replace them with the
names of the men who stood passively by and
sneered at the defenders of the Nation! The
former, it appears, are no longera eredit to the
country. They are in rags and on cruiches,
deaf and blind, white-haired and wrinkled
with age. They bear no resemblanee to the
passing regiments of twenty years ago—that
stalwart line of blue that marched away
with steady siep to the musie of the bands.
The latter, on the other hand, sleck, fat and
contented, are perfect pictures of prosperity.
What a pity it is that the Government does

not offer a pension for peace, instead of war! |
| which should be removed.
| and other non-enlisted men often performed |
| exceedingly arducus aad yvery meritorions ser- '
While their pany was larger, they fre- |
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DURING the past week we have reeccived

*the following additional contributions to the |

Sicedman fund:

Bobert Anderson Post, No. 32, York. Neb...
. ». Warrsn Post, No, 16, Ft, Buford, ). T.

W, G, Martin, Lee's Suimmnit, Mo.....coeeemaes 1 00

‘
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Previous!y weknowledged....,.....

Total 1o date..

ing ontrac I8 ¢o i was . . . : gL
oy the confract. When. this: contrae | pension lawsis more obnoxions and indefensible |

entered into it was not stipulated that the !_ than that which requires the ciaimant to prove

evidence of his right to pension; had such | ; seige
| disease, capaeity to endure the privations and

Government had so |
Nor is it true, as |

| whether the strongest and maost

ness of our veterans, should waive its right |

| erable number who were physically unfit

have

| good morals, it is

£2 a5 |

5 ud |

8 G6H |
e 264 69 | Dattle,

anee $273 35

PENSION QUESTIONS.

Presamption of S-B-n-!nm—l:rhouon‘ Pensions— |

Beforms Neaded--Senator Ingalls’ Viens.
. No provision in the admiunistration of onr

hiz soundness at the time of enlistment.
Physical henlth and strength, freedom from

hardships of military service, were indispenaa-
ble conditions which the Government reguired

to be conclusively estahlished to the satisfac-

of its oificers before the volunteer, the
substitnte or the conseript could be received
into its arnics,

For its own protection, to ex

the maimed

' . r 99
lude the fechis,

i
and the infirm, those whose vital

forces had been impaired by di

1SeA8E Or
|

hausted by excess, the

ex-
soldier was compelles
to submit to the most
aminuntion,

searching s
which estended to
details, and was conducted with
for the delicacy or sensinility of tl
No master ever serntinized a slave
more persistent inquisition than the
medical stail of the sy inspected its recruits.
The sight, the hearing, the toeth were exam-
ined. The chest wos measured. TFhe naked
body was searched lesions. The

. to walk,

fw: BCALS :;l'.‘.!
aspirant for glory was ordered to bend
to run, {o jump; h

previons habits of

was interrogated as to his

, and the longevity of his

gneestors, as if he w i applecant for a life-
insuranee policy of » hundred thousand dollars,
rather than a
on the battl

No cne compl

candidate for mutilation or death

lars a mouth.

in -{w_-“.

nd

2orons

h and son

d of

Health, streng

tion. It was just.

ness woere indispensable.  Inwvalids and eripples

may be brave and patrviotie, but they cannot

endure the hanger, fatigne and exposure which

aré inseparable from war. If is doubtinl

L'l}}:'.;-.ﬁ of our
v 1 1 1
voiunteers—those who served throughout the

entire war without unyv hospital record—did
not sutfer snch loss of physical energy that the
infirmities of age will

¥ upon
them, and of life be shortened in

fall move h

their span
conusgqusnca,
And jg¢ is

meritorious and desarvinge,

this class of our veteraps, most
lured the

casual ills of the march and camp without eom-

who en

plaint or trestment, thst is
with

now confronted
almost insuperable obstacles in estab-
When

actually contracted by exposure,

lishing claims for pension. the diseanse,
insufficient
food and other privations, at last develops,
after Iying long dormant in the system, into
rhienmatism, paralysis, or degeneration of the
heart, the applicant discov

ars that the want of

record of treatment in hos

ital is practically a
bar to the allowance of his claim, especially if

a considerable interval elapsed before he was
compelled to place himself under a physician’s
care.

Instanees, doubtiess, ocenrred where men
were mustered who were physically unsound;
cases, perhaps, where the surgeons were de-
ceived. Patriotism

may have indneed some

i of our volunteers to conceal known infirmities.
| Pride muay have led others to withhold infoma-

tion to which the Government was entitled,
and which would have rendered them ineligi-
ble. But these wust be few. The tempéation
to deceit was not overpowering. Most men
would have preferred to diselose any repntable
to

to

infirmity, rather than to become a burden
the great cause which all were anxious
derve.

It is incredible, therefore, that any consid-
t'u'ul:i
wl it is contrury to

pposed to justice, that after

entered the service: «

all these precautions the Government should
be allowed to say to apy disabled applicant for
pension, that he was unseund when he enlisted.

The Government, liké an individaal, should

' 1 : . e - | ST . v denving 1 -alidi .
long years risked their lives in its defense, | be estopped from denying the validity of the

| contract.

The physieal spundnsss of every en-
listed man should be declared. by amendiment
of the statute, to be a conclusive presumption
in all cases of application for pension on the
gronnd of dissbility incurred in the service.

In this econnection alsy may be considered
the proposition to pilace upon the roils all these
who, having enlisted in the regniar or volun-
teer army or navy of the United States, served
three months or more, were honorably dis-
charged, and are unaide by reason of physical
disability to camn their sulsistence, and are de-
pendent upon their own laber for support.

Those most competent to judge, afirm, as has
been snggested above, that no seldier can serve
' eonsiderable time
}

ively without

ab nssirength

bis powers tl

r
, o
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& will be
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geeess of disease,
external indications may have not pres
appeared.

In soch cases no proof can be offerce
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The veteran ¢
He have fa

e

AL T1O
Inm which the

borne
1} .:.~‘3'.'_'1 v
and helple

it patriotism
nt painolism

diion.
v-51-__ ke rV Oi Lhe fiendizh
v, Unstie Thonder,
G 1

and Andersonville has faded
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rible tradition to tae preéesent genératio

cannot be recalied withont undying exeen

fvng a8 history sl endnure.

1 Govermment upon fl
prisoners was

it was one of the
But it o

many Union soldiers to the most agonizing
and thousand of others

after mature deliberation,

harsh mecessities of war, mdemned

death, to saffering

i and torture, compared to which death wonld

The survivors
im upon the Government §

itily

ve been the tend

hould all be plaved up

P Liie
o Lt

rolls. without recard to disability and withont

demand for other evidenee than that of im-

prisopment. Whatever ol cost wmizht be added
:
1

1

1 1 e T oy . |
wonld be gladly paid by a grateful ]

peaple.
No sonnd resson can by given \'\':nj-' the bene-
fils of

tended to scouts, to militia acting nnder «

the pension laws should not alse be ex-

riders

| of geperal officers, and to the employees of the

Quartermaster - General's Department.  The

claims of State militia, originally recognized,

are now excluded by an uvajnst limitalion

vice.
guently were exposed to greater danger and
privation. If they were disabled by wounds or
disease in the sorvies, impartial justice de-
mands that they shonld be trested like those
with whom they shared the perils of cunp and

It is evident, fram an inspection of the tahles
accompanying tue suuual repodt of the Cou

{ five-dollazs and seven

caustic satire on

T mentary speeches and

Seonts, teamsters, |

| Melville

misstoner of Penstons, that the rates of pension
require immediate and vigorous vesdjustment.
The two hundred and odd thonsnd pensioners

| are disiributed into one hundred and twenty

#rades, varving from one deliay to one haodeed
dollars per month. Move than ose-half the
entire [ist receives but eight doliars, or loss,
per mlm'. Two receive one dallar and « ighty-
seven cents per month, while nearly twenty-

| three thonsand receive fwo dollars per month,

or thirteen
and

e L

Three
twantyv-three receoive three dollams sad

*

ntv-five eopa, whil
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GOTHAM CHAT.

Abont Men and Thiagw.

yrid

k., February 28

I met Emary Stor that versalile

lawyer-hmmorist of Chieago. Said he: “Weare
going to have an act of Congress passed making

wnvention capital, where io the
futnre all the national conventions must be

nedd.’

Then he went to talking polities, bat I masé
;

said. be *Ehal S notl

not fell what he

field,

one
hia

b e
AN,

I will, however, report some of

the
wha came together i

meeting of
held here the other day

thes
the

Said he: “ Yoo kpow it hs
1

SCROLASSE

2] in eom-
Tha
gathering, however, wis a business moeting
entirely.
with a view to higher prices for compaign
speeches next fall. 1 am never with
people, becagse 1 am always for
They are aiways

nating

ic politiciana

Sk S
with these

mion
It was to advertise these gentiemen,

thesa
someboly,
simply opposed to some onée.
The man never lived whao

unanimens indorsement.
Veagh. Heis
some other man sho

resalution to indorse their

coszld seeure their
Take Wayne Me-

himself for President. If

fur
ald join him and offer &
cundidate, MeVearh
would bolf the party and leave the other man
. "

[iz me he is thinking @eriousiy of
r York within g vear 1o engage
] of his profession. He will

thrive wierever he 20es,

I learn that Mrs. Langtry nefted 216,000 for
hor work at Niblo's for the week ending F
ruary 18, Afller her engag nt at Philadel-
phia she goes to Chieago. he rests T
weeks and sails for home in May ;

Alaska.
by the sume stepffier.

T

In September she

General Gmnt was
firat time
¥

irthday

erutches.

Yew York husi
account of the
One of ¢

day that he thoogl

Europe.
spring to settle the balanes
Ihe Seerstary

panlcEy symp
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i Broadway, »
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il s amiting f
aurudet on »
foolhandy er: . the Immatable
elements of t

Jerowne J. Collins last religiou rvice hefi
be left was to at ] s
at Fifth Ava WA
brought ther ey
Chen
Ity af
. VIILT=-
Wikhe

I:li.

e in the

‘o zave
! de Iiur-
¥. tlwn &
ITrespan fent of the Chiczeo Tz, Congresse
man Denster; of Milwankas, i Enown o3
the editor of a G BEN LDy and
twenty or thirty more were present. M=
Nuogent Robinson, tor of Ms
Frank Leslics publications, presidod,
and there was no end of tonsts and complis

of healths
all ondsd m

Fide, At FOICER COusT #1119 54
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3
th
of IS ¢Ity,
1} . | wul
the @miited od
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drimging
never to be forzotten, becanse b
the death of our friend.

I hear that Dy, Collins, of Minncapolis, ine
sists that he will have the investigation of the
Jeannette expedition all reopened. He things
fuiled to do his dury. I sigh = oee
fiona,” but then T am not the dead man’s brother

] S
Appletons are abent to pat out 3 seasonabla
book. Itis to be called “ Hamd-Book of Tree-
Planting” It is from the pen of Nathaniel
H. Egleston, chief of the Forestry Pivisions
of the Dipartmens of Agriculture, st Wasde
tou.




